INFECTION CONTROL POLICY STATEMENT

Policy Statement

Infection control is a priority consideration in dental practice. With the increased publicity surrounding
Hepatitis, herpes, and HIV infection, dentists, allied dental personnel, and consumers are becoming
more aware that the dental environment is a potential source for one or more of these diseases.
Accordingly, infection control in dentistry is undergoing dramatic change and will continue to be a
rapidly evolving and dynamic issue as new technology, research information, and legal precedents
emerge.

The prevention of cross contamination and transmission of infection to all persons, whether patients,
dentists, allied dental personnel or non-clinical staff, is the professional responsibility of all dental
personnel. A fundamental principle of an effective infection control program is to exercise care,
precautions, and effective control techniques that can keep infectious microbes within the manageable
limits of the body's normal resistance to disease. To achieve this goal, and pursuant to its commitment
to provide a safe therapeutic environment, the BCC Dental Assisting department has adopted policies
and procedures which represent a comprehensive and practical infection control program.

Compliance with these policies and procedures is an ethical obligation and responsibility of all
participants in the delivery of care to patients in the BCC Dental Clinic, ECU Dental Clinic, and on rotation
in community dental offices.

The BCC Dental Department adheres to all recommendations, regulations and standards set by the
CDC/ADA.

All dental personnel are ethically obligated to provide patient care with compassion and respect for
human dignity. No dental personnel may legally or ethically refuse to provide dental care solely because
the patient has, or may have, an infectious disease, such as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
infection, acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), or Hepatitis B infection.

Hepatitis B or HIV testing cannot be required for any patient solely because of information obtained
from the health history alone. For patients whose medical signs or symptoms are consistent with
Hepatitis B, HIV, or other infectious disease, with or without associated medical history, appropriate
referral for medical consultation and follow-up may be required prior to further dental treatment.

All students and faculty are strongly advised to be immunized against Hepatitis B. If a person makes the
informed choice not to be vaccinated, he/she must sign an HBV waiver form.



